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Tacit/Thematic vs. Low-Level/Technical Edits

Generative Al has made image creation more
accessible, yet aligning outputs with nuanced creative
. . . . Realism

|nt.enjc remains Challenglpg, particularly for npn-gxperts. - - -
Existing tools often require users to externalize ideas

through prompts or references, limiting fluid

Tacit / Thematic

exploration.
We introduce ThematicPlane, a system that enables Person & Apple Emotion
users to navigate and manipulate high-level semantic 3 e —— o
concepts (e.g., mood, style, or narrative tone) within an | - % ) e e (e
interactive thematic design plane. This interface | @& - NS
bridges the gap between tacit creative intent and L@ & =
system control. In our exploratory study (N = 6), —
participants engaged in divergent and convergent Cosli ladersl sl
creative modes, often embracing unexpected results as . .
inspiration or iteration cues. While they grounded their L1 D = =
exploration in familiar themes, differing expectations of e y
how themes mapped to outputs revealed a need for
more explainable controls. Low-level / Technical

Sad Person Inverted Smile (content) Muted Colors (saturation) -10 (brightness)

Overall, ThematicPlane fosters expressive, iterative
workflows and highlights new directions for intuitive,
semantics-driven interaction in generative design tools.
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| ThematicPlane User understands images in VLM based editing requires effectively
abstract semantic concepts verbalizing semantic concepts using syntax
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"I love this painting by Edvard Munch, @
but it is ghastly, ..."

@ Existential Dread @ Symbolic Chaos

"No, the person is still screaming, idk I am &

Psychological “I love this painting by Edvard Munch, it is ghastly, horrid and _ e = =
looking for optimistic"

Turbul : .
B pictures the scream of nature. I want to show a more optimistic
view with symbolism to human faith. Idk I feel like our faith
Cogaitive g Shared Human pierces the turbulence of nature and we can find a way forward. .
Disorientation Experience "No still not correct, it includes the religious

figures. I wanted something about human -”
faith, not a particular religion..."

@ Emotional Isclation

Descriptors + Add Descriptor Syntax based editing requires translation of
Existential Dread semantic space concept to syntax

"No still not correct...” ‘

intensity

Make it colorful  Add wings

Add person  Beauti
P y ThematicPlane supports semantic editing through

i Change the background to mountain thematic planes and descriptors without verbalizing
Symbolic Chaos or translating the semantic understanding of edits
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System Overview
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